
 Tree Species of Significance 

Council encourages the use of qualified technical experts to assist in the 
identification of trees, as well as consultation with the relevant legislation and 
Authorities when trees are proposed to be removed.  Tree species having 
conservation significance are listed under one or more of the following 
Commonwealth, or NSW, Acts of Parliament.  The listings under these Acts are 
regularly updated and it is recommended that the relevant Government Agency 
is contacted to determine the status of species proposed to be removed, 
harmed, picked, etc., prior to any works being undertaken.  An approval may 
be required from these Agencies to enable the removal of the listed tree 
species. 

Of particular importance are tree species identified by the following legislation: 

▪ Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) is the Australian Federal Governments’ key piece of 
environmental legislation (Department of the Environment).  It focuses 
Australian Government interests on the protection of flora, fauna, ecological 
communities and heritage places of national and international 
environmental significance, with the states and territories having 
responsibility for matters of state and local significance.  Anyone unsure of 
whether the EPBC Act applies to them, or of what they need to do to 
comply with the EPBC Act, is strongly encouraged to seek further 
information.  A good starting point is the website of the Department of 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities: 
www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html. 

▪ NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPWS Act) - Schedule 
13: Protected Native Plants.  These species may be picked or removed 
from private land or land controlled by Council with the consent of the 
owner, providing the action is not for commercial, scientific, conservation or 
educational purposes. Removal, harming or picking of these species for 
these purposes, or if the species is also listed as an Endangered, Vulnerable 
Plant Species, Endangered Population or Ecological Community (under the 
TSC Act, refer below), requires a licence to be obtained from the OEH.  The 
harming of threatened species, populations and ecological communities 
(being animals) and the picking of threatened species, populations and 
ecological communities (being plants) are actions subject to penalties under 
this Act.  Contact the National Parks and Wildlife Service at the NSW Office 
of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 

▪ NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act) - 
Schedule 1 and 2: Threatened Plant Species, Populations and 
Ecological Communities.  Identifies ecological communities, critical 
habitat, endangered and vulnerable species, key threatening processes, 
and recovery plans.  These species may not be removed, picked or harmed 
unless a licence to do so has been obtained from the OEH (see above). 

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html


▪ Native Vegetation Act 2003 (NSW) - clearing native vegetation, 
regional vegetation management plans, property agreements.  Contact the 
NSW OEH. 

▪ Fisheries Management Act 1994 (NSW) - prohibits cutting of 
mangroves.  Contact the NSW Department of Industry and Investment. 

▪ Water Management Act 2000 (NSW) - A controlled activity approval 
under the WMA is required for certain types of developments and activities 
that are carried out in or near a river, lake or estuary (e.g., for the removal 
of material or vegetation).  Contact the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries. 

▪ Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW) – “10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of 
Practice for NSW”, and authorised removal of fire hazards.  Contact the 
NSW Rural Fire Service. 

▪ Heritage Act 1977 (NSW) - sites under conservation orders, relics, etc.  
Contact the NSW OEH. 

▪ Noxious Weeds Act 1993 (NSW) - clearing of noxious weeds.  Contact 
the NSW Department of Primary Industries. 

The following relevant State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs) have provisions 
relating to trees and may apply to land within the Wyong local government area: 

▪ State Environmental Planning Policy No 14 - Wetlands 

▪ State Environmental Planning Policy No 26 - Littoral Rainforests 

▪ State Environmental Planning Policy No 44 - Koala Habitat 

▪ State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying 
Development Codes) 2008 

The Wyong Local Environmental Plan 2013 – Schedule 5 – Environmental 
Heritage should also be checked to determine whether the tree(s) is listed as a 
Heritage Item or is within a Heritage Conservation Area, requiring special 
consideration. 

The following copies of relevant lists were current at January 2015. 



Protected Native Plants Contained in Schedule 13 of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 

Scientific Name Common Name(s)

Group 1 

(Group 1 of the Schedule is currently vacant)

Group 2

Adiantum spp. Maidenhair Fern

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana Bangalow Palm (foliage only)

Baekea linifolia Weeping Baekea

Baekea virgata Twiggy Heath-myrtle, Tall 
Baeckea

Banksia spinulosa Hairpin Banksia

Cassinia aureonitens Yellow Cassinia

Caustis spp., native to NSW Curly Sedges, Old Man’s 
Whiskers

Cordyline stricta Narrow-leaved Palm Lily

Crowea exalata Crowea

Crowea saligna Crowea

Davallia pyxidata Hare’s Foot Fern

Dodonaea lobulata Lobed-leaved Hop Bush

Eriostemon spp. Native to NSW (unless listed under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995)

Gahnia sieberiana Red-fruited Saw Sedge

Isopogon spp. native to NSW Drumsticks, Cone Bushes

Kunzea ambigua Tick Bush

Kunzea capitata Pink Kunzea

Leptospermum lanigerum Woolly Tea-tree

Leptospermum rotundifolium Round-leaf Tea-tree

Livistona australis (foliage only) Cabbage Tree Palm, Fan 
Palm

Lomatia silaifolia Crinkle Bush

Persoonia spp. native to NSW (except P. pinifolia and all species 
listed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995)

Geebungs

Petrophile spp. native to NSW Conesticks

Phebalium squamulosum Scaly Phebalium



Philotheca spp. native to NSW (except P.obovalis and all species 
listed under the TSCAct 1995)

Philothecas

Ptilotus exaltatus Tall Mulla Mulla

Ptilotus obovatus Smoke Bush, Cotton Bush

Pycnosorus spp., native tyo NSW Billy-buttons

Restio tetraphyllus Tassel-rush

Sprengelia incarnata Pink Swamp Heath

Sticherus flabellatus Shiny Fan-fern, Umbrella 
Fern

Swainsona formosa Sturt’s Desert Pea

Tmesipteris spp. Ferns

Xanthorrhoea spp.—foliage only Grass Trees

Xylomelum spp., native to NSW Woody Pear

Zamiaceae, native to NSW Cycads

Group 3

Actinotus spp., native to NSW (except A.minor) Flannel Flower

Boronia spp., native to NSW Boronias

Doryanthes excelsa (foliage only) Giant Lilies

Eriostemon australasius Wax Flower

Lycopodium spp., native to NSW Mountain Moss

Persoonia pinifolia Pine-leaved Geebung

Philotheca obovalis Wax Flower

Group 4

Blandfordiaspp. 

Doryanthes excelsa (flowers only)

Christmas Bells 

Giant Lily

Xanthorrhoea spp. (flowers only) Grass Tree

Group 5

Boronia deanei Dean’s Boronia

Boronia umbellate Boronia

Craspedia spp., native to NSW Billy Buttons

Dicranopteris linearis

Doryanthes palmeri Spear Lily

Grevillea longifolia Fern-leaf Grevillea

Isopogon fletcheri

Leptospermum spectabile

Scientific Name Common Name(s)



Table 1 Part 1 – Plant Parts Used in the Cut-Flower Industry 

All other species of plant included in the list of threatened species, as amended from 
time to time, established under section 178 of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 of the Commonwealth and published in the 
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette. 

Macrozamia johnsonii Cycad

Macrozamia pauli-guilielmi spp. Flexuosa Cycad

Persoonia spp. Geebung

Phebalium bifidum

Phebalium glandulosum spp. Eglandulosum

Philotheca ericifolia

Philotheca obovatifolia Native Daphne, Long-leaf 
Wax Flower

Telopea spp., native to NSW Waratah

All other species of plant listed in Schedule 1, 1A or 2 to 
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, unless 
otherwise listed in this Schedule

Scientific Name Common Name(s)

Scientific Name Common Name(s)

Group 1

Ceratopetalum gummiferum Christmas Bush

Isopogon spp. Drumsticks

Swainsona formosa Sturt’s Desert Pea

Group 2

Telopea aspera Gibraltar Range Waratah

Telopea mongaensis Monga Waratah, Braidwood 
Waratah

Telopea oreades Gippsland Waratah

Telopea speciosissima Waratah

Wollemia nobilis Wollemi Pine

Group 3

Arecaceae, native to NSW Palms

Asplenium australasicum Bird’s-nest Fern

Asplenium falcatum Fern

Group 3 (cont’d)

Cyanthea spp. Tree Ferns



Table 2 Part 2 – Whole Plants 

Dicksonia spp. Tree Ferns

Orchidaceae, native to NSW Orchids

Platycerium, native to NSW Elk Horn and Stag Horn

Sphagnum spp. Sphagnum Mosses

Todea barbara King Fern

Xanthorrhoea spp. Grass Trees

Zamiaceace, native to NSW Cycads

Group 4

Casuarina cunninghamiana River Oak

Pandanus spp. native to NSW Pandanus

Scientific Name Common Name(s)



Threatened Plant Species, Populations and Ecological 
Communities 

The following is a list of endangered and vulnerable plant species (Schedule 1 and 2 of 
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995) and endangered populations and 
ecological communities known to exist in Wyong Shire.  Other listed species may occur 
in the Shire but have not been identified at this time.  Reference should also be made to 
the schedules within the Act for the most recent listings by the Scientific Committee. 

Vulnerable Species 

Angophora inopina, a small tree to 8 metres tall, often multi-stemmed, found in open 
dry sclerophyll forest within the Wallarah catchment between Charmhaven and Wyee. 

Astrotricha crassifolia, a shrub to 2.4m tall, broad stiff linear leaves covered by dense 
hairs. Upper surface is shiny and smooth or occasionally wrinkled, lower surface covered 
in brown hairs. Occurs in dry sclerophyll woodland on sandstone.  

Baloskion longipes, a perennial grass-like herb. Flowering stems are up to 1.5m tall 
and circular in cross section. Commonly found in swamps or depressions in sandy 
alluvium, sometimes growing with sphagnum moss. Also occurs in swales within tall 
forest, and in Black Gum (Eucalyptus aggregata) Woodland. 

Callistemon linearfolius, a shrub up to 2-4m tall with long and narrow lance shaped 
leaves. Flowers are clustered into the typical ‘bottlebrush’ Callistemons and are red in 
colour. Flowers in spring and grows in dry sclerophyll forest on the coast and adjacent 
ranges. 

Cryptostylis hunteriana, an orchid in Precinct 4 and the Lake Haven area, at the 
southern limit of its population.  Only identifiable during flowering (December to early 
February). 

Darwinia glaucophylla, a prostrate spreading shrub. Leaves are blue-grey with a white 
bloom and often tinged with red-purple. Flowers are yellow-green when new, turning red 
in upper parts as flower matures. Occurs in sandy heath, scrub and woodlands. Often 
associated with sandstone rock platforms or near hanging swamps and friable sandstone 
shallow soils.  

Diuris praecox, is an orchid that occurs on Munmorah Conglomerates. 

Epacris purpurascens var. purpurascens, an erect shrub, 50 - 180 cm high. Leaves 
are spreading and recurved above, ovate to heart-shaped, 7 - 21 mm long, 4.4 - 9 mm 
wide, with sharply pointed tips. Flowers are showy, 7 - 10 mm diam., covering much of 
the branchlets, white or sometimes pinkish. Fruit approximately 2 mm long.  Found 
within grassy woodlands with strong shale soil influence. 

Eucalyptus camfieldii, a mallee (multi-trunked, generally less than 5 metres high) 
growing in coastal sandy soil, populations recently identified at Norah Head, Charmhaven 
and Bateau Bay. Also includes Eucalyptus camfieldii x Eucalyptus capitellata. 



Grevillia parviflora subsp parviflora, a low spreading to erect shrub to 1.5m high. 
Leaves are narrow and flowers are white or pinkish.  Occurs in light clayey soils in 
woodlands. 

Maundia triglochinoides, a perennial herb. Flowers in warmer months. Occurs in 
swamps or shallow freshwater on heavy clay. Is at its southern limit near Wyong 

Melaleuca biconvexa, a shrub or small tree growing in moist swamp forests 
communities on Quaternary Alluvium soils along creek lines. 

Rutidosis heterogama, small perennial herb within the daisy family with a woody 
base. Grows in heath on sandy soils and moist areas in open forest. 

Syzygium paniculatum, a Lilly Pilly found in littoral and gallery rainforest on 
Quaternary Sands such as, North Entrance Peninsula, Canton Beach, the old pump 
station site at North Entrance, Munmorah State Recreation Area, Norah Head and the 
Ourimbah Creek Valley. 

Tetratheca glandulosa, a purple flowering low shrub in heath or scrub on sandy or 
rocky soils (Kulnura area). 

Tetratheca juncea, a low shrub, almost exclusively confined to the Munmorah 
Conglomerate sequence mainly on ridgetops in small, isolated and patchy populations in 
the north-east of the Shire. 

Endangered Species 

Acacia bynoeana, a low shrub found in heath and woodlands on sandy soils in the 
Kulnura plateau area and in some Eucalyptus haemastoma woodlands. 

Caladenia tessellata, a ground orchid from dry forest and heath in coastal areas 
extending from Porters Creek to Munmorah State Recreation Area.  Often only evident 
after fire in dense shrubbery.  Only identifiable when flowering from late August to early 
November. 

Caladenia porphyrea, a terrestrial herb orchid, growing singly or in small groups. 
Highly restricted geographic distribution. It has been recorded from 2 localities in the 
Wyong local government area approx. 2 km apart. At these locations it covers areas of 2 
ha and 0.2ha respectively. 

Chamaesyce psammogeton, a prostrate perennial herb found on foredunes and 
exposed headlands. 

Corunastylis insignis, a terrestrial orchid with a single cylindrical leaf which encloses 
the flowering system. Flowers are dark purple. Located between Chain Valley Bay and 
Wyong. Grows in patches of Kangaroo grass amongst shrubs and hedges in heathland 
and forests. Associated with dry sclerophyll forests (previously Genoplesium 
insignis). 

Cynanchum elegans, a climber or twiner which can grow to 10m long with a stem 
thickness of 3.5cm with white flowers. Occurs on the edge of dry rainforest vegetation. 
Can also be associated with other vegetation types including littoral rainforest; Coastal 
Tea-tree Leptospermum laevigatum – Coastal Banksia Banksia integrifolia subsp. 
integrifolia coastal scrub; Forest Red Gum Eucalyptus tereticornis aligned open forest 



and woodland; Spotted Gum Eucalyptus maculata aligned open forest and woodland; 
and Bracelet Honeymyrtle Melaleuca armillaris scrub to open scrub. 

Diuris bracteata, an orchid with two linear leaves. Flowers are yellow with blackish 
markings. Located in dry sclerophyll woodlands with total number of individuals 
estimated at 50. 

Eucalyptus pumila, is a small tree that grows in clumps and is found near Mangrove 
Mountain. 

Genoplesium insignis, A terrestrial orchid with a solitary cylindrical leaf that encloses 
the flowering stem. Flowers are dark purple and approximately 5 mm in diameter. 
Recorded from four localities between Chain Valley Bay and Wyong in Wyong local 
government area. Grows in patches of Themeda australis (Kangaroo Grass) amongst 
shrubs and sedges in heathland and forest. Flowering period is September to October. 

Hibbertia procumbens, a prostrate spreading shrub with yellow flowers. Stems are 
smooth and mostly hairless, with leaves linear and having similar surfaces. Known 
populations occur within Banksia ericifolia–Angophora hispida–Allocasuarina distyla 
scrub/heath on skeletal sandy soils. May also be found associated with 'hanging swamp' 
vegetation communities on sandy deposits and in escarpment areas. 

Prostanthera askania, a small shrub 2 metres high occurring in rainforests and gullies 
and only known to occur at Askania Park, Strictland State Forest, Niagara Park, Matcham 
Holgate and Berkeley Vale area. 

Prostanthera junonis, a low spreading shrub 0.1m to 0.3m high. Only recorded in the 
Gosford/Wyong local government area. One population at Somersby and one at Kulnura, 
both growing on soils derived from Hawkesbury Sandstones.  

Rulingia prostrata, a small prostrate shrub found in heath and dry schlerophyll forests 
mainly in gullies and along escarpments.  Recorded in Ourimbah State Forest. 

Senecio spathulatus, low growing smooth stemmed daisy often forming hummocks. 
Grows on primary dunes.  

Critically Endangered Species 

Thelymitra sp. 'Adorata', a hairless terrestrial herb, dying back annually to a tuberous 
rootstock. A single linear to linear-lanceolate leaf emerges from the ground in about 
May, dying off in late November.  The flowering stem (usually emerging in September, 
with not all plants flowering in all years) is dark bluish-purple when seen from a 
distance.  Individual flowers 15-27 mm across, pale to dark blue, opening in warm 
weather.  Found in the area bounded by the towns of Wyong, Warnervale and Wyongah.  
Recorded populations occupy patches totalling less than 100 m². The geographical 
distribution is therefore very highly restricted. 

Endangered Populations 

Eucalyptus oblonga endangered population, consists of trees to 15m high, narrow 
leaved Stringybark. Occurs in Bateau Bay on coastal sands of the Norah Head Soil 
Landscape. Population consists of about 20 trees, and can sometimes be confused with 
Eucalyptus camfieldii which occurs in the same area. The population is at the eastern 
limit of the species' range. 



Eucalyptus parramattensis subsp parramattensis endangered population, 
consists of approximately 1300 trees in the Wyong LGA and 10 in the Lake Macquarie 
LGA. The population is located at the north eastern limit of the range of the species.  

Endangered Ecological Communities 

Coastal Saltmarsh in the NSW North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner 
Bioregions, occurs in the intertidal zone on the shores of estuaries and lagoons, 
permanently or intermittently open to the sea, often a zone on the landward side of 
mangrove stands. Characteristic plants include Baumea juncea, Juncus krausii, 
Sarcocornia quinqueflora, Sporobolus virginicus, Triglochin striata, Isolepis nodosa, 
Samolus repens, Selliera radicans, Suaeda australis and Zoysia macrantha. Occasionally 
mangroves are scattered through the saltmarsh. Tall reeds may also occur, as well as 
salt pans. 

Freshwater wetlands on coastal floodplains of the NSW North Coast, Sydney 
Basin and South East Corner Bioregions, occurs on silts, muds or humic loams in 
low-lying parts of floodplains, alluvial flats, depressions, drainage lines, backswamps, 
lagoons and lakes. May also occur in backbarrier landforms where floodplains adjoin 
coastal sandplains. Dominated by herbaceous plants and have very few woody species. 
The structure and composition of the community varies both spatially and temporally 
depending on water regime. 

Littoral Rainforest in the NSW North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner 
Bioregions, generally a closed forest, occurring on sand dunes and on soil derived from 
underlying rocks. The species of this community are predominantly rainforest species. 
Associated species including Angophora costata, Banksia integrifolia, Eucalyptus 
botryoides and Eucalyptus tereticornis. 

Low woodland with heathland on indurated sand at Norah Head, very open cover 
of trees up to 3 metres high with a mid to dense cover of shrubs, grasses, and grass like 
plants (e.g. rushes and sedges) up to 1 metre high. Dominant trees include Melaleuca 
quinquenervia and Melaleuca sieberi. The endangered Eucalyptus camfieldii is also 
present. Shrubs include Banksia oblongifolia, Hakea dactyloides, and Allocasuarina 
distyla plus others. 

River-Flat Eucalypt forest on Coastal Floodplains of the NSW North Coast, 
Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions, associated with silts, clay-loams 
and sandy loams, on periodically inundated alluvial flats, drainage lines and river 
terraces associated with coastal floodplains. Has a tall open tree layer of eucalypts, 
which may exceed 40 m in height, but can be shorter in regrowth stands or in lower 
quality sites. Composition of the tree stratum varies however, the most widespread and 
abundant dominant trees include Eucalyptus tereticornis (forest red gum), E. amplifolia 
(cabbage gum), Angophora floribunda (rough-barked apple) and A. subvelutina (broad-
leaved apple). 

Swamp oak floodplain forest of the NSW North Coast, Sydney Basin and South 
East Corner bioregions, associated with grey-black clay-loams and sandy loams, 
where the groundwater is saline or sub-saline, on waterlogged or periodically inundated 
flats, drainage lines, lake margins and estuarine fringes associated with coastal 
floodplains. Has a dense to sparse tree layer in which Casuarina glauca (swamp oak) is 
the dominant species. Other trees including Acmena smithii (lilly pilly), Glochidion spp. 
(cheese trees) and Melaleuca spp. (paperbarks) Understorey characterised by vines, 
Parsonsia straminea, Geitonoplesium cymosum and Stephania japonica var. discolor, a 
sparse cover of shrubs, and a continuous groundcover of forbs, sedges, grasses and leaf 
litter.  



Swamp sclerophyll forest on coastal floodplains of the NSW North Coast, 
Sydney Basin, and South East Corner bioregions, associated with humic clay loams 
and sandy loams, on waterlogged or periodically inundated alluvial flats and drainage 
lines associated with coastal floodplains. Open to dense tree layer of eucalypts and 
paperbarks. Trees may exceed 25 m in height, but can be shorter in regrowth stands. 
Includes some areas of fernland and tall reedland or sedgeland, where trees are very 
sparse or absent. Widespread and abundant dominant trees include Eucalyptus robusta 
(swamp mahogany), Melaleuca quinquenervia (paperbark). Other trees may be scattered 
throughout at low abundance or may be locally common at few sites, including 
Callistemon salignus (sweet willow bottlebrush), Casuarina glauca (swamp oak) and 
Eucalyptus resinifera subsp. hemilampra (red mahogany), Livistona australis (cabbage 
palm) and Lophostemon suaveolens (swamp turpentine). 

Sydney Freshwater Wetlands in the Sydney Basin Bioregion, restricted to 
freshwater swamps in coastal areas. Occurs on sand dunes and low-nutrient sandplains 
along coastal areas. Species include sedges and aquatic plants such as Baumea species, 
Eleocharis sphacelata, Gahnia species, Ludwigia peploides ssp. montevidensis and 
Persicaria species.  

Lowland Rainforest in NSW North Coast and Sydney Basin Bioregion, is a 
community of subtropical rainforest and some related, structurally complex forms of dry 
rainforest.  In its relatively undisturbed state, it has a closed canopy, characterised by a 
high diversity of trees and a wide variety of shapes and sizes. Typically, the trees form 
three major strata: emergents, canopy and sub-canopy which, combined with variations 
in crown shapes and sizes results in an irregular canopy appearance. Includes palms, 
vines and vascular epiphytes.  


